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	R O M A N I A

MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

NATIONAL AUTHORITY FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH



Memorandum of Understanding

Between

British Council

and

National Authority for Scientific Research
for

Collaboration on Beautiful Science project 
Summary
This memorandum is made between the British Council and the National Authority for Scientific Research to commit both parties in joint delivery of the entire Beautiful Science project, an unique approach to the shared challenge of improving science communication. This project includes the delivery of the first ever FameLab competition outside the UK, planned to take place in Romania between January and April 2007. 
British Council in Romania is joining teams in 8 other countries in Southeast Europe (SEE) and the UK for an innovative science communication two-year project beginning 2006 until March 2008. Our project is called Beautiful Science and its main objective is to encourage and inspire more young people to consider a career in science. The project was developed through the combined creative efforts of colleagues in Azerbaijan, Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Israel, Romania, Serbia, Turkey and our Science, Engineering and Technology team in the UK.

Beautiful Science will focus on two closely related areas of activities – supporting the skills of young scientists to communicate their work to a broad, non-professional audience; and demonstrating good practices of bringing science closer to society through public events.

The public events include 
· FameLab – a series of national competition for science communicators which will take place in each of the 9 SEE countries, based on the very successful UK FameLab model; 

· Visualise – a touring science and theatre show, developed by the UK science communication company Science Made Simple that will allow audiences to experience some of the world's most beautiful and emotive science demonstrations;

· Science debates – a series of debates between teams of researchers defending opposite views on different scientific topics, organised in the UK and Southeast Europe by theoretical nuclear physicist and senior lecturer in the Department of Physics at the University of Surrey Dr. Jim Al-Khalili 
The objective of this memorandum is to provide a framework within which collaborative activities will be undertaken and to outline some initial actions. This memorandum does not constitute a legal agreement by either the National Authority for Scientific Research or the British Council to provide support for any individual project or activity. It is not intended that this memorandum will have any legally binding effect. There is a joint commitment to fairness and transparency in all activity.

Purpose

The purpose of the collaboration and co-operation is:

· to maximise impact through working in partnership

· to raise the profile of the FameLab competition and its finalists with Romanian and international audiences
· to offer opportunities for professional exchanges and speaking to FameLab finalists as well as to the UK and Romanian staff involved with Beautiful Science project activities all over across Romania
· to communally search for and discuss in more detail specific contributions that our organizations may want to have in the project (e.g. financial, networking, content provision, media outreach etc) Note: No fees, travel and subsistence costs will be paid by any of our organizations to the other organization staff contributing in Project activities.
· to enable the National Authority for Scientific Research to use whenever appropriate FameLab competition and other project activities to raise its profile in Romania and internationally 
· to raise awareness on the British Council’s work to develop partnerships between the UK and Romanian science communicators in order to share best practice and encourage professional development.

· to share knowledge and ideas in order to develop the concept and achieve intended outcomes of the Beautiful Science project
· to capitalise on the status, experience and credibility of both organisations.
Branding 

· FameLab is a trade mark of the Cheltenham Festivals; the latter being the legal entity.

· Wherever possible, FameLab sponsors’ logos will be displayed at British Council initiated FameLab-related events overseas.
· The British Council and logo and will be included in all FameLab publicity material that has not already been produced. The logo (and its approved variants, can be accessed from the URL below and should be used in accordance with the British Council’s identity standards:

http://www.britishcouncil.org/identity/standards/logo.htm 

Username: britishcouncil
Password: becreative

· The British Council will supply a British Council Science banner for display at the FameLab competitions and other Beautiful Science events.

· The British Council will provide approved text on the British Council, for the National Authority for Scientific Research to draw upon for their press releases, publicity materials and websites.

· Reciprocal links will be set up between the organisations’ websites.

Potential additional areas of collaboration

· British Council offices and the National Authority for Scientific Research will actively explore collaborating on the development of FameLab competitions in Romania. Winners of competitions could be offered an opportunity to act as event volunteers to assist in the running of the Cheltenham Science Festival and to attend the FameLab Final. Alternatively, they could be invited to join the FameLab residential training weekend on science communications. 
· Additional areas of collaboration may be identified during the lifetime of this MOU.
Timeframe 

This memorandum will continue for two years from the date of signature. The intention of both parties is to extend the memorandum into subsequent years assuming that the pilot years are successful.  

Either party may terminate this memorandum; in this event the terminating party will endeavor to give not less than six months notice.

Updates, reports and meetings
The individuals responsible for implementation named below, will produce a joint summary report in late 2006 or early 2007 on joint activities under this agreement. This report may be shared with the senior management of the two organizations and with relevant partners or sponsors of FameLab and other Beautiful Science project components. Regular joint progress reviews will take place either face-to-face, via telephone or via email.

Limits to Agreement

This memorandum does not constitute a commitment by either National Authority for Scientific Research or British Council to provide support for any individual activity or project not covered in this MOU. Any sharing of information between British Council and National Authority for Scientific Research will be subject to their respective policies on the disclosure of information.

Implementation Responsibilities

The individuals with overall responsibility for this memorandum are:

For National Authority 

for Scientific Research: 
Anca Ghinescu




Counselor
Department of European Integration and International Cooperation
21-25 Mendeleev Street, 
010362, Bucharest 1

Romania

aghines@mct.ro

For British Council:

Gabriel Ivan




Education Projects Manager 





British Council

Calea Dorobantilor 14,
Bucuresti

Romania
gabriel.ivan@britishcouncil.ro
Effectiveness

This Memorandum of Understanding will come into effect on signature by both parties on the date set out below.

Date: November 7, 2006
	
	
	

	Liliana Biglou
	
	Prof. PhD. Anton Anton

	Director 
	
	President

	British Council Romania
	
	National Authority for Scientific Research
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